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FULFILLMENT OF EAST GERMAN FIRST PIVE-FIVE PLAN, 1951-1955

{Comment: This report presents informstion on 1951-1955 East
Germsun plen fulfillment, as given in a report publisbed in the &
February 1556 istié of Neuss Dextschland, principal organ of the
East Cerman Socislist Unity (Communist) Party, publisbed daily in
Berlin. The report wag titled "Report by the State Central Admin-
istration for Statistics of the State Planning Commission Concern-
ing Fulfillment of the Pirst Five-Year Plan 1951-1955."]

The State Central Administration for Statistics reports the following
results in fulfilimeat of the Pirst Five.Year Plan, covering the peried 1951-

1955
;_ggustrv

The disproportions in the economy, caused by capitalist development of
industry erd espeelally by the divislon of Germany, were reduced through the
creation of a biasic metallurgical industry in the GDR between 1951 and 1953,
the expansion of power-gencrating capacities, increases :ln the production of
raw brown ceal, the construction and restoration of 25 heavy machine building
enterprisas, and other measures.

The rapia development of GDR heavy industry during the first years of the
Five-Yrar Plan permitted a tewporary sloving down in the rate of development
in sowe branches of heavy industry, facilitating an increase in the production
of consumer govds ahcve the planned level in order to ralse the standard of
living of the vorwlation.

Th: Five-Year Plan for gross industrial production wvas fulfilled. The
1936 production lrvel was mor: than doubled.
L]
Soclalist enterprises fulfilled their production tasks and increased \
their share in the total grose industrial production froa 77 percent in 1950
to 85 perceat it 1955.

4

Private enterprises have also participated In the over-all upswing of
the econony and maraged to increase tbeir production to considerably over

the 1950 level.

Preduction of the following industrial products diwring the Five-Year
Plan was greater than planned: black coal; electric power machinery; marine
diesei and gakoline engines; tools and foundry equipmeni; squiprent for the
food, drick, and tobacco industrivs; refrigerators; agricultural machines; can-
structior and road-bullding wachines; automobiles and tractors; sulfuric acid;
ni<ric acid; nitrogen fertilizer; still and wotion-picture film; paints and
varnlshes; penleillin; synthatic rubber; dlesel fuel; etc.

Productivn of the following macs consumption goods was increased during
the Fiwe-Year Plan to the levels indicated (figures are percent of 1950 pro-
ducticn): household sewing wachines, 271; enameled pots and pani, 193; biey-
cles, 214: clectrical household and heating appliances, 314; rurniture, 223;
musicel [tasiraments?] and cultural goeds, 207; woolen fabrics, 218; cotton
fabrics, 270; knitted underwesr and cuterwear, 206; leather ghoes, 221; sade
dler's goods and leather novelties, 250; animal fats, L10; oeats and sausages,
%18; margarine, 395, snd butter, 201.
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Brcauce of the temporury reduction in the rate ¢f developmens in heavy
frsastry, rlonped goals were not reached for driquetiec, iron ore, crude
steel, rolilcd steel, culcined soda, caustic soda, apnd calcius carbide

I'.ri~c the Five-Year Plan, the following {mportant industrial ioptal-
latipns v:ire nohniderably expanded: the Steel and Rolling Fill in Riess,
the "wiitslm Florin” Steel and Rolliug Mill in Henoningsdorf, the Gteel and
Rolling M71) ¢ Brandenburg, the Steeil and Rolling Mill in Groditz the "Max
Ructts” Pomat: ‘o thtervellsnhorn the Alloy Stael Works in Dohles, the Iron Foundry o
Thale, ti. Cupper and Brass Works in Hettstedt, the Copper and Sheet Iron
Rellirz M=l *p llsexburg, anc the Mansfeld Metallurgical Cowbine. The
"7, Vv, Stalin” mepallurgical Combine and the Ironvorks Wers in Calbe are coa-

plerely pew ¢natructiors, The Yronvorks West 1s the first lov shaft blast-

furpace piint in tne world, adapted to smelting low-grade ores through the
ure ¢f newlyv acv-lopad high-temperature metallurgical coke from brown coal.

Zeobr tlogieat ‘mprovemente and betcer vorker trainipg resulted in greater
ntiliraticn of avallable copreities during the Pive-Year Plan. In ibz produc-
tiar ~F ciuis sweel, capacity utilizatioa of oven-hearth furnaces in 1055 was
4T percent aves the 1950 level. The output of the low-ghaft fwmnaces of the
Irorwars. Weat §o almoet 100 percent atove the projected capacities.

Fiso. poile vere fulfilled 105.2 percent in machine congtruction, 18.7
perrent in a2lecirisal engiveering, and 100.1 percent in preclsion mechanice and

SELLC Soetiaestle progres: vag made in developing the production of effi-
¢l-pt ¢ pmens And mathings, se well ar vehicles, ships, ané articles of masa
o159 oY P g ARSI

7o Pravy wachins construction iodustry iccreased its production to 227
rer.ert 2y cthe VI jevnl,

Tke Tcllowing large plents were rebuilt nnd/-n' had their capacities ex-
pirdear  the Yheprriol fAzu" Peavy Machine Worka in Wildsu; the "Hans Beimler"
Enierirtre 13 Tennigsiorf: tha "Rergmann-Sorsig” Enterprise in Berlin; the
Corlf-s ¥Mai-huns Fieat; +oe Hoben’hurm Steam Beller Works: the Union Machine
Tool Flarn 1n %ure, the Crane Werks in Eberswalda; the Railroad Car Produetion Y,
Plant !+ G:tha; the Steelworks in Brandenburg: the Steelworks in Leipzig; the
VES fpocplecowned enterprice) "Modul™ fn Karl-Marx-5:iadt; the Machine Tool
Werke 'r Accharsliben: the VER "7 Oktobsr" Plant {n Berlin; and the Mining
¥achin:, v Instsilaticce Plants (Forder und Anlagenban) in Kothen and Nord-
nAi-en,

[ratag e Tive-¥Yzar Plan, the macnine-building indussiry extended its
mdrafese i ong Lrog AT ) many rew products, including the followirg: forging
Frec.cr with x ~upacliy of 6,000 tons; large excavating machines; dump trucks
And convear beilpa:, Yeriog 3ills with spindle diamaters of up to 250 milli-
gerer:, plauing we kieos vith machindng widthe of up to 450 zillimeters; ver-
thoel el g rdlle wnth cutting dlame ters of up to 6,300 millimeters; 1,500-
Ir c oLp s s pre egyorotary hylraulic duplizatiog  lathes; accounting
ma hir. - wita 3, aataetlc reglslers; rotsry tower cranee; high-capacity du-
piiratine a:llrg mashines; crankshaft presser with a vorking head of 800
2 ilir tery; geizditg sachines for roller besrings; rressure casting machines;
perTan 1t rold Jestipg wichines; gear-cutting machines:; sotorized fish-catch-
ot oad vroessang traviers; fish-crocessing machines; end heavy trucks.

TR OISLAL tre firpt 22-megawvatt turbosets (Turbosatze) were produced in
the PR ard & 30.regawmtt turboset was put into production.

Tr.oaprionlearal machinery industry increased fts producticn to L2k per- *
cert of tue 1370 jevel. Many new agricultural machipes werz2 produced fcr the
rir-t *1m> iz tke GLR. {ncluding harvesiar-threshers aod harvester-combines
Iap rot o and fi0iC crops.

-2 .
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Z-v vharves were erected and the output of the shipbullding industry in
10%¢ oz to 26 percent of 1950 output.

“n th elactric power industry, power capacities were significantly en-
srped u-d *be utilization of generating stations was considerably improved.
X:w pr.or atasinns, puch as the Blba and Trattendor? stations, were built.
T 1 c-ropancy batwsen the production of electric power snd total irdustrisl
pooeiuntiun. Nich pravailed in the beglnning of the Pive-Year Plan, was re-
Annel, tepinning in 1954 the rate of increace in power production speeded up
20 ip 1955 eyceeded Lhe rate of growih of over-all irndustrial output for the

foert * it

Browr-c-al nining, as wvell ae the production of brown-coal briquettes,
ro.© 2 d:ruele the prevar level. The organizaticn of labor in brown-coal
toaind vae iaproved and resulted particularly in an increased output of raw
towm eral duricg the winter season. The planned goals were not fully at-
1.4n= 3, Yovoever, becaure the broad-scale use of modern mining techniques and
Camir ot equiymint vas begun too late. A process for the production of high-
s=paratere brown-coal coke was deveioped, and the large-scale "Matyas Rakosi”
#irc T.ant wa? emmcted in Lauchhammer. During the last year of the First
ve.:n3- PlAn, the foundation was 1aid for the largest trown-coal combine {n

E*.: , 2. “Schwarze Pumpe” Combine near Seaftenberg.

t+ - .:*{>. .n th2 ‘hemjcal industry rose to the follewing ievels (tiguras
7. ¢~1 7 1950 production): basic chemical producte, 178; pharmaceutical
w=su1 0 @0 resduets of the rubber and ashestos industry, 208; and
minesal sl tac products, 1'57. Production of sulfuric acid from domestic
} v oo =taln vy sterted. Nev facilities were eectablished ror the production

St s sade ard sodfun carbonate.

Toipite & »ize {n the production of potessium, nitrogen, and phosphorus
1o.silrrere ot coneiderably over the 1950 levels, increasing requirements of
alrloan s e wre not fully covered.

F-srimtion of gynthetic fibers was further developed and increased consid-
= lv. The develeppent of Wolerylon had progresce? sufficiently by the end of N
* s For4: Pivu-zedr Plun so that production conld be started in 1956. Yy
v iy of the Five-Year Plan were exceeded in the field of light indus-
7. Qeo.tuy 0of preducts was improved and their assortments extended through
=4, -. = of Fariea, the production of crease~resistant fabries, and the develop-
% Y fras leashor.  Produciion of woolen fabrics was greatly increased dur-
tf %= Yiva-Year Flan. Progress was made in giving products a fashicnable,
Liusfiug spearince., '

. Fove-tcar Plap was alsc exceeded in the foodstuff industry. The rise
oA Lt aarteuingal productica and larger ioporte of agricultural products
L. dot-a Ior the increased prucessing of vegetable and animul products. Dure
g tre voar 1-ried, production rose &s follows {in percent): vegeteble oil,
IUF L noazmins, 3003 buster 201; beern 30; and cigar:ites, 150,

e pisuned developmant of the fishing industry during the period 1951-
e was ary attatred.

P.ocrr srgantzation of producticon, imcreased expioitation of existing ca-
patitiss, <28 he @2st economical utilization of avallable raw materials, fuels,
£y othes materialg were of great importence In facilitating production activi-
* .~ ¥weleryard erployees particlpated increazingly in lhe management of
 iLoeoemed enterpris=e. The number of partinipants in interenterprice and
“ineanterprise competitions has grown. Significant irprovements in producs-

vet  inirvuced {n many people-owned enterprises oa " the basis of
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- s3ustions for improvement. The number of overtims hours and bours lost was
* ricad to belov the number ¢f the firat year of the plan. Improved utiiiza-

w1 of existing inotallations and capacities was achieved through betler co-
ot -cation between production workers and the technfcal intelligentsia.

Reconstruction was signiZicantly assisted by a continuocus exchange of
" 48 with Boviet innovators whe supplied valusble instructlous for the in-
s-nse And improvemspt of production, especially in the metallurgical and
<o nfeal industries and in brown-coal mining. The coefficients of utildiza-
1100 for biast furnaces, for example, were increased in the course of the
¥ v:-Year Plan. Well-orgenited competitions amoug steelworkers resulted in
« loportant rise in steel producticu yer square meter of furnace space and
rreased apded of heats in open-hearth furmaces. The gosls set for the pre-
a- tion of sulfuric sxid werse aurpassed largely becauss of a better utiliza-
< of availabls fecilities. Many Vrown.coal-mining sntsrpriess are now
r.<!ng better use ¢/ their large equipment than d:ring the earlisr years cf
*l¢ Five-Year Fian. This increasss the coeff‘cient of utilization for large
»;1ipmant in these enterprises.

Rav material savings for many important products were achieved during
*tv Five-Year Flan. Coke consumption per ton of crude iron produced, for
v woqple, was reduced. The yleld of finisbed rolled steel from raw ingots was
- -reagod. Consumptinn of pyrites in the production of sulfuric acid was re-
v -2, However, planned consumption standards (Varbrauchsnormen) wers ex-
<0 ed for some producta.

Ths sconomical usy of rav matarials, fuel, and other matericls, as vell
*hw application of nev tachniques and the izcrease in labor productivity
.. taoa reduction in producer costs. Kfforts must still be made to develop
r ¢+ arply Lmgroved standards for consusption of materials and pover,

Progress of the crufte and tredes during the Five-Yoar Plan is reflected
. ‘ha increass of their total output to 171 percent of the 1950 figure. h
Vit vesult vas made posaible through increased supplies of matarials and
1 sg~tars loans from pudblic {state) funds. To give the crafts and tredes
+ ~har opportunities tn increase their output, the govwroms~* of the QIR has
1~ (red the pround for the forwasion of an inoreased nuwber of producer Qo=
c.rativog of the oratis and tralse dwing the Secund Five-Yaar Plan.

oo 3nlture
o + o dmecardniinbiE

Agrioulture in the QIR erperisnced & great upswing during the First Flve-
©ooc Plan, Measwres for the meohanisation of agrisulture were Sutroduosd and
1 the peasanta to & larga extant from Meavy flsld work, Suitable prepara-
.4 vapra mdo t0 pormit *at oultivation of la-ge areas vith the most moders
+ Jrwant and machines,

Uross agriowltural yrodustion xoce to l4b perocsnt of the 1950 lavel. The
e o8 the scolalist zeator in agricultute ronn frem 7 peraent in 1950 to 29
went in 1953, Averngo yidlds of <ha most important agriow.tural orops were
tr1lowe 8t the end of the Pive~Year Plan (in percent of 19%50)1

n Yield par Maotare 2otal Yield
:uany inhluding pulsen bl n
A Camade P . 14€ nf-
oy beeta 1038 plegg
" LR FOOL QIO 133 104

'Inr hant GrpE 186 213

* Inoludea scodn from fider plante
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While the plan for per-hectare yield wvas fulfilled 10k percent for grains
3 walung, the goal wr not reached for otber crops or for the over-all ylelds.
T 1\l ylelds for grains, including pulses, increased to 102 percent and those
121 pugr beets to 11k percent of the 1934-1938 level.

Tt~ nighest yields for potatoes were reached in 195k. Because of wnfavom
vie weather these iesults were not repeated in 1955,

The livestock population in 1955 was a&s follows (in percent of 1950):

Tatal cattle 150
Cows 130
Total Pigs 158
Sows 157
Ttal sheep 167
Bwes 152
laying bens 163

The incresse in the livestock population permitted increases in the total
av Ay of aniral products produced from domestic sources to the folloving lev-
; (ir pevesnt 'J“ 1950):

7eval slavghter animols,
Jive welight, including

poultry . 137
Pigs 6
T5tal milk 165

AT Lte end of L955, there were 600 MIS in the GDR with a vide net of bri- o
. v teses. Tezal performance of the MIS rose tc 625 percent of the 1950 level.
"t gl of the Five-Year Plan vith regard to tractor vork was fulfilled '118
L rrent. The autput of s 30-hersepower tractor, measured in hectares of intem-
131 plowing, was aouble that of 1950.

y the end of the plan pgriod equipmect of MIS had increas2d to the fol-
¢ w3z levels {in per:sent of 1950): ,

"
Tractors of all types 285 '
swoshers 128
Tractor-moumted plows 268
Seed drills | 781
Reaper-binders 31

“ovond this, MBS have placed over 3,000 bect harvesters, over 8,000 potato
“ocveaters, and 2,130 cosbines at the disposal of farmers.

wchinfeal equiprest of p2ople-owned farm: was as follovs in 1955 (in per-

Lboet 1950):
Tractors 206
swbines 3es
Potate harvesters 174

Milking installations 169
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“ractor work vas increased io 346 percent of the 1951 figure, and field
Tt 332 percent. During the last year of the Five-Year Plan, people-
.05 Vs frproved their worh.

Acrieultural producer cooperatives vere formed through the initictive of
s> 1% psazants and agricultural vorkers, assisted by the party and.the
.v eat. Hv the end of 1952, 1,906 agricultural producer cooperatives with
700 nerersthad been formed, and ‘they worked 3.3 percent of the arable
v ©orhes C.“R.

whroerd 2t the Pirat Five-Year Plan, almost 200,000 cooperative mes-
o owmsludieg 11,287 industrial workers, joined {1 6,047 agrisultural pro-
r ocoperntives, Trey managed 20 percent of the total arable land of the

- s

Swenty-cever percent of the agricultural producer cooperatives are of
VT oand frolede 89 percent of the cooperative wembers in the GIR,

¢ ainens wnd lebor Productivivy
I 269y, produetivity of labor ip industrial eaterprises bad risen %o
© o reent b tha 1950 level and the average wage for productlon workers

Vao . \Te

o enent

v the averagn vage vose relatively faster than provided for {n the

*Piry e plan for labor productivity wes not fulfilled during the

1. ne 1055 plan for the iacrease in labor productivity was ex-

s Tonetant dncreites during the Plve-Year Plan were made in technieal

- 7. wotnisy of workers 1n schools established by the state, in eve-

o e e, UL a1 developsent of socialist competition and the number
Jootiotuant eucialisy competltion,

= =z . Five~Zear Plan many vorkers becam: National Frize winners,

P

- Zor o, -ther housrs for goed work were conferred.

ret s o warkers aud white-collar workers in the totel economy in
120 ;- rz:un of the 1050 number, and the number of production vork-
.- vs =owned Zniustries, 134 percent.
.07 Feye<Year Plan, one million youths repelved training in
©2 anlatln and became gkilled workers. In addition, one milliop

v aipel nad eertified in the ecaterprises.
" =alf eeley of equal rights for woren led to a steady ‘ncreace in
t. o of Te~aie vorkers. During tle period 1950-195%5, the number of
. T ael Tomee ineroased by usi, 0 9.

Coesye o or wesxers and white-coll o vorkers in the various branches
© otz oaulist cecte- in 1955 was as follows (in percent of 1950):

Trrassr 1k4
Su- uding construction 174
Agriculture and forestry 201

Trassportation and postal
ani telencommnications
cervize 132

Tr-de 227
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P TR L R PO N U = A
been climizated in the GDR, In all branches of tiw
tyny-> l¢ 4 demand for tachmical and scientific specialists and for
Sowaskers., Theve 1s a particular lack of skilled workers in agricul-
. ~ocad coasiouction enterprises. Since the beginning of 1955, about
& workers and employees who had been employed in people-owned indus-

-d 1a »piarprises of other bdranches of the economy, have been work-
srfnlist agricultural enterprises.

srlovmal has

Loty and Coustrustion

v 1atal volume of the investments provided for in the Five-Year Plan

©oUy ) 000 M, This goel vas exceeded. The largest share of the
_aventaenig 1n cach year of the Five-Year Plan, an aversge of about

c<mt, 1all to keavy industry. The coal, metallurgical, and chemical
“103 tock full advantage of the funds provided for in tre plan.

dmber of nev capacities in beavy industry were completed and put
- raliom. The capacity increase in electric power, Ior example,
e Y s 1ol megawatts. Iastallations built for browm-ccel briquettes

.- ol production capacity of 6.4 million tacs; and for sulfuric
2,0 bong.

.. Pyvo-Year Plen for the building industry wes fulfilled. The share

.. Yatiat fuetor of the building iodustry in the total output of this
v 1+ 0= 76 percent in 1955.

svreariem ef destroyed cities and building of new housing, espe-
wenrtal enters, was undertaken. Together with the comstruction
. V. dralin” Metallurgical Combine in Frankfurt Oder, the first so-
~try of the GIR -- Stalinstadt -- was erected. This project, like

win exeanted according to the building schedule provided by the

.~ 7lep and cevering the 53 most important cities of the GIR, includ-
“u, leireig, Magdeburg, and Rostock.

v

\
© e eultural, sports, and welfare facilities were alsc erected. '
-ttty in rural aveas did not develop to {ts fullest extent. De-
y -t acnlevements in construction, the need for quicker, better, and
cilsing through mechanization, ird:s*rialization, and standardiza-

(v ms e Tae building industry still makes insufficient use of the
AT

38

A was achieved with regard to the continuiry of construction
, Mne Tove-Year PTlan., The method of winter building is being employed
»1r Tur share of the first-quarter perform2nce in the total en-

o L socialist building industry rose from 12 percent in 1951
Cowltoan 1955,

AR

[ T e tai

Tty wYear Plan for transportation was fulfilled throughout. Freight
.. oovoums, rose in 1955 to 172 percent of the 1950 lavel.

wew-iag Reinnnhahn increased its performance in goods transportatlion
©» 7L percent of 1950. The number of freight cars in ussble condi-
»m:ideraply increased through planned repairs and new construction.
tprareund tize of a freight car in 1955 was lower than ip 1950.

- raonenasr trnusportstion, the German Relchsbamn increased its per-
-0 Li% pereent of the 1950 level.

-7 -
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Comauer truffic for workers was impreved by coodinet{ng {imrables
with onterprisee, concluding conirasis for eommmter runc-portstio.“ {(Berufe~

Verrciws-Yer-ramge ), adalns trafas, {ctralusing express cervicn,

and puttin

240 row 'EJ\.-.LD"V cars inte vperation. Becnues of price »eductlicne far

sports, youll, Wi¥ing, and tranvportation trips, the nunb"r ni‘
troacanriael at reduced prices in 1955 roec $0 190 perceat of t)

Irdant chipndng iucreannd its parfcrmance in 1953 to 137 pervent
o

ary

1050, e tf- ludes the performanen of the peonle~cwaed 'L
165 pececnt of <he 195C figure.

pMreons

ha 1650 Tigure.

Tur Five-Toar Pln Doz cormereial hiphwey frefghd trunsporteticn, oxn-

pressed in tona, was fuirilled 126 percent. In 1955, an Jner-ase

1o 187

peracat o 1980 wis reanhed, nsinly as 8 result of improved nrgasization

of work ard better utilization of vehizlec.

The performines, by vadve, of the poseal, Ywiccormmnisat)oas,

cpd
“

radle rerione rose in 2335 U0 115 percert of 195G. M wmitares o1 radin

subeorivors »oce {ro 3.9 cillion in 1950 o 5 million Su 1334,

Tra wimbey

of taluviciom c-uh;-rrr-i’.»:l'*- roue te 45,000, The nwmber = =nis telephone

subcunibers Increased in dO%h 43 134 nersent of the 1950 flzmre.

Forcic: g Inteneldoman Texds

el o) 2 Bhe RiveYaae Plan vap meackl ant Y velum, 8 :'J-"s;.:-

trads Lwmover sas facrsaseed to 20 pereent of the 1v3) valame,
eragnn iy Yacilittancd by the dovint inien, which car':s‘_x: She

debt, rendaad the poetwe debts, wné transferred toe U2 fewer &\L er..oy-

prisce ty tru CDR,

Thoolwee of oyport trade gncveed ar oeepveinily oreat inceincz; i

roge Lo Do thay sis times the 1262 fisuse, meriizsdler’y sno ke

s ov

ol machine  corcirurtion, incluading precivion zschani:n ant Lot/ es and
«.lun*"t cehnical  preducte. The share of i metadeprocesying ‘uwlustrler
r onhy feted ot vulume rose froa 52 persent i 1080 4 LG peereart iy

Lowg |

O
ol

oo i enolteldies furelg: cowntrien hge v nnse, wAr.rond,

A

Trode 2 p- VAR aIToumenus el conclwdel sloh over 20 spilo
t wrsond helt o the FiveaYoene
wiang of Asla and AZefTn bepn o

Wy, CLife SO

deve’ A%

t’-il.".;l g' 2.
rel.tion

nt ocoun-

el

LA te

ol H\.: .'- ViaXoe '-’"'1 tho GIR rortiniteted fnoovey 3 f;w\. asitenel eddo-

ftions it Saive.

Totd

Mt e fanciavous afforts of Lho dDR governwant wl tAs rasgiless

~e v

o SwlTi
Bews auve !
Gerzory. e volwa e intra-fouar tvade In 1955, they
double ey af 1asn,

GILle tamnercl She exchpe of ceads bedwaon te tug

Incroeus o Srusduvd of Livieg

rla oapreemenss conekisd viil Weel Lerany, tve aanceitlioe in

s ol

cfrtr s WS anb even

Uroonissaasd of 1lving hos dncetanead sueedils as rlznmed, Tle slce fp
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Iocome taxes vere steadily reduced, wages were incremsed, and eapendi-
tures for culture and health care’ in the GDR have risen consistently. In
the courre ¢f Five-Year Plan the folloving wage tax reductfons and wage

increaprs ware carried out;

In 1951 a wage tax reduction vith an anpusl saving of 220 million DN
for the workirg people; in 1952, & wage iacresse for skilled workers ip the
most important branches of infustry; in 1953, 8 vage tax reduction vith
an angual saving of 450 millioa DM for the working pecple; f{u 1953, a vage
increase Jn wuge brackets I to IV; and in 195k, a vage inmcrease in wvage
bracket: V to VIII.

Slite budget expenditures for cultural and social purprses represent
an important source of increase in the standard of living. In the couree
of the Five-Yeer Plan, 12.6 billion DM were spent for publi~ educstion,
seience, and culture alone, and 25.4 billion DM for cocisl insursnze, work
safety, cld-age homes, and nursing and social homes. Funde amounting to
1%,7 bil2ion IM were expended on reconntructicn and pew censtruction of
tuberenlesis Lospitels und therapeutic regorts, polyclinics, cenvalescent
homes, saraterfums, spas, aurseries, and children's homes.

In the fleld of culture and health care , the goals of the Pive-Year
Plan were reached and even exceeded. While there vere only JL wilversities
and advanced sthools (Hochschulen) in 195)., there were as maay ax 47 1a 1955.

The followving institutes of higher educatioa were opened tetween 1951
snd 1935:

Adwaneed Scheol for Heavy Machine Constructicn in Magdeourg, Advanced
Schocl fur Elestrical Engineering in Ilmensu, Advanced Technical 3chool for
Chemiairy it Malle-Merseburg, Advanced Schwol for Foreigo Trade in Perlin-
Staaken, Advanced School for Domestic Trade in Leipzig, Advancea Sehoel for
Butldiug and Constructien in Leipzig and Cottbus, Advaaced School for Tranc-
portation in Dresden, Medical academier at Msgdeburg, Erfurt, and Dresden, -
Institute for Agricultural Producer Cocperatives at Meissen, Institute of:
Cinematcgraphic Arts (Fiim-Kunst) at Potsdam-Babelsberg, Germaa Institute
ol Phygicel Culture and Sports in Lelpzig, and Institute for Econsnics and

Flamning {n Berllin,

N

N

The uwinber of stidents at universities acd advénced schocls {nereased
from 27,570 (1o 1950] teo 60,150 {in 1955]; and the number of correspondence
students, § cm 2,300 to 14,600,

Tre percentage of workers' and peasaris' children at the uaiversities
and in edvanced schools rosc from 389.5 percent in 1950 to 55 percent st
the exd of 19%5.

Yosational schools had an enrollment of 48,500 rull-tim» students in
1951; their pumber had increased to 66,300 by the end of )955. Ir addition,
there vrre also about 20,800 students in evening clas-es =nd 19,00 corre-
spondenie students.

Senclarships and stipends are granted to sbout 87 percen: of all stu-
depts at univeraities and advanced schools. The nuober off participants in
aoursns a% the schools for higher adult education (Volkshcchschuien) rose

from T7h,500 in 1952 to 919,300 in 1955.

In compliance with the demand for an improvement in the level of rural
schooliug, ths number of one-class schools, 960 of vhich ware still in ex-
istence in 1950, was reduced to about 50.
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Thr number of central schools (Zeniral-Schulen) in rural areas was
stcaiily increased. In 1G55 there were 1,500 central schools.

Also, 100,000 places have been established gince 1952 t¢ acccomo-
date children of working mothers in kindergartens, nurseries, crecles,
and elsevhere. This represents an increase of 35 percent, over 1951.

Tne nuzber of theaters increased from 77 at the end of 1951 to 88
at the end of 1955. Thbe number of spectators rose from about 1b wmillion
during the 1950-51 season to approximately 17.4 aillion durirg the 1954-
55 sdussn. The reconstruction and tbe opening cf th: Berlin State Opera
was an important event in 1955.

Tn 1955, the number of performances in motion-plcture theaters was
substant{ally atove the 1951 figure. The sudlence rose from 180 million
to 266 ntllion during the same period. Purther progress was made in the
production of films. 1In addition to severul domestic filxs, A aumber of
foresmn films were shown.

The publication of books and pumphlets showed an excepticnal upswing.
Durlng the last 3 years, 26,000 titles vere published in editi{-us total-
ing 320,600 copies.

Gonsiderable funds were spent in the development of sprits during
the Five-Year Plan. Of the approximtely 1.1 million wverking pacple whe
are mepters of the sports movement, 239,000 are tearers cf the sports
performance badge (Sportleistungsabzeichen). By the end of 1955, the
title "Master of Sports" had been avarded te 142 men and vomen, and 7
had received the title "Meritorious Macter of Sports.”

The nwnber of sports facilities increased from 15,570 in 1952
to 18,160 in 1955. Among these, the following warrant special mertion:
the Friedrich-Ludwig-Jahn-Sportsvark in Berlin, the Stadiur of Peace in
Frunk-u-t Oder, the Baltic Sea (Ostsee) Stadium in Reetock, and the Pool
Tor Svimming Races (Schwimrkampfbahn) in Rostock.

J-alth facilities were greatly expended and health protection was
cousiderably jmproved. The number of hospital beds increased by 15,700
in W perind from 1950 to 1655, resulting in a total of 203,200 teds in
hospitals. Also, 175 polyelinics were newly establisheld, 42 of them {1
ertervrices, resulting in a total of 369 polyrlinics, 78 <f which are
enternrice polyelinics.

A key point in the health program is the improvemert of <he health
care of Lkt rursl pepulation. By the end of 1955, their spicial needs
vere cervad by 299 rural dizpensaries and 4,031 community nursing sta-
tlons 2,519 of which are located in MTS or in localities vhaich bave
MIS snd sgricultural producer cooperatives. The polyclinizs asd rwal
anbulatorier are equipped with the most nodern medical appliances.

Tba developrent of the faciliities for motker and child care is es-
pecially saticfactory. he pumber of placas in children's nurseries and
in perwinent hemes for babies and infants rcse frox 8,542 in 1650 1o
59,50¢ In 1955, Infant moriality has been reduced frozm 7.2 perzent in
1950 ¢ &.9 percent in 1955.

Tae vacavion services of the trade umicns were continuwously improved

with tke result ihat in 1955 more than one millien working peoplc spent
tkeir vacaticns in trade-uniou homes.
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The cost of a 2-week holiday sty in the homes of the FIGB (Pree
Gorman Trade Union Association) was lovered from 70 DM to 30 DX in the
courge of the Pive-Year Plan.

At presert, 80,000 places are available in old-age and nursing
hoims t2 provide for the aged and for those in need of nursing care.
During the last 3 years & q;reat number of places were Jewly established
in these homes.

The working people of the CDR heve accumulated rich experiences
during the period of the FPirst Five-Year Plan; these will serve them in
speeding up moderrization, mechanization, and autoeation of praduction
in the GDR and in increasing lalor nroductivity. The jeaceful use of
atomic energy will greatly contribuce {0 the fulfiliment of thase tasks.
Friendship and close collavoration among the People's Dewocracies offer
a guarantse of a still more rapid development of the GDR econcay durirz
the Second Five,-Year Flan.
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